Media Release
New Central Indian River Greenways Plan in Progress

The Indian River County Metropolitan Planning Organization (IRC MPO) is developing a Greenways plan for the Vero Beach/Central Indian River County area.  The plan will define a system of greenways that will create new hiking and biking trails, connect urban and rural areas, and improve transportation, recreation and conservation opportunities in the County.   A website with information about the project has been set up at:
www.altaplanning.com/indianriver/.   
A public information meeting will be held in December.

The study area for this project is the Vero Beach and Central Indian River County area including portions of Indian River County that lie between the North Relief Canal and 8th Street, from A1A to 82nd Avenue.  The Plan will serve as a guide to the County for selecting appropriate areas for greenways, prioritizing projects, and funding, constructing, and maintaining the greenways.   IRC MPO has retained the consulting team of Alta Planning + Design and Kimley-Horn & Associates for this project.  
IRC MPO recognizes the importance of providing transportation connections between urban areas and rural areas as well as providing linkages between urban areas and state parks, water management areas, rivers, wetland systems and other natural areas.  One way to accomplish this is by providing a network of greenways that can serve as an alternative to on-road motorized travel.

For the past several years, the State of Florida has been working on establishing a statewide system of greenways and trails for transportation, recreation and conservation purposes.  Both the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) have encouraged the establishment and improvement of greenways in order to provide access to conservation lands, communities, parks, other recreational facilities, and cultural and historic sites.  

For additional information about this project and IRC MPO, please contact:

IRC MPO                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

County Administration Building
1840 25th Street, Vero Beach, FL 
(772) 567-8000
http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/MPO
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